THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
Seeley pointed out, India was conquered with a man-
power supplied by India itself. Why should not
history repeat itself in Africa?
For India to drift under the domination of some
rival power would mean a good deal more than that
the tariff against our goods would be much more
severe than that which the Indian legislature now
imposes. It might mean in addition that a source of
power would be taken from our side and put on to
some rival side 'counting two on a division' so that our
whole defensive position would be enormously weak-
ened.
Parenthetically it may be noted that the armed and
trained African, once the possibilities of his power
has dawned upon him, is unlikely to confine his mili-
tary attentions to his fellow African. When Italy
announced her intention of conquering Abyssinia,
several South Africans pointed out the vast dangers
which are likely to confront the European in Africa if
the conquest of Abyssinia strengthens the tendency to
use African soldiers in war between Europeans; if, to
put it crudely, we train Africans to kill Europeans ex-
pertly and scientifically. The High Commissioner
of the South African Union in London particularly
spoke of the sinister possibilities of the training of
the teeming black races of Africa for war, possibilities
not less sinister in view of the reported presence of
African troops in the army which Italy has sent into
Spain to join with other Africans from Morocco in
destroying a European government.
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